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ASSA5:SINAT10N OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. 

KENNEDY; U/22/63; DALI^, TEXAS 

Mr. Norman Redlich of th^resident's Commission telephoned tod^ and 
advised that he had before him a draft bfah 'a'rticle'lb be published by the Readers 
Digest" in the near future which included the use of neutron activation analyses oa 
the paraffin casts taJfen of Oswald’s cheek and hand for gunpowder residues. ■ 

He advised that he knew that the FBI Laboratory had sent a letter to the 
Conumission covering the results of work that the Laboratory ^ 

matter but he could not find it at that time. I provided him with the date of the 
lettei and read it to him upon his request. , 

This letter dated 3/10/64, advised that the paraffin casts from Oswald 

were examined by neutron activation analyses at the Oak Ridge National , 

Laboratories, Research Reactor Site, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and that tne ^alyses 
were made to determine H the cas.s bore any primer deposits from the rifle 
cartridge cases found in the Dallas School Book Depository Building following the 
President’s assassination. The letter advised in essence thac the deposits found 
on the paraffin casts of the hand and cheek of Oswald could not be specHically 
associated with the rifle cartridges since the'same elements were found in 
residues both from the rifle cartridge cases and the revolver cartridge cases 
Which were fired from Oswald’s revolver reportedly 
assassination and the time of his apprehension. In view of the 

casts were not made until after the reported firing and the revolver, n 

si^ificance could be attached to the residues found on the casts other Inantne 
conclusion tliat barium and antimony (the elements found in the of an 

present in amounts greater than would be expected to be found on the hands of an 

indivi^lual who has not recently handled a fired weapon. 
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V ^ After reading the letter to him, Mr. Redlich advised that t^ don^ission 
\mSy want a deposition- concerning these findings but he would cons idergit^tr^n 964 
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I and advise the Bureau. 

ACTION: For iiiformation. 

62-109060 

' l-Mr. Belmont ' 1-Mr. DeLo^h 

1-Mr, Rosen ' » I 
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